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Acknowledgement is made of the interview conducted on 
August 30, 2001 with Mr. Sidney B. Williams, Jr. of our 
office- In the comments, it is suggested that the claims be 
limited to define the article, the powder and the sizes. 
Applicants respectfully submit that the powder and the sizes 
are already defined in some of the dependent claims. 
Moreover, as repeatedly pointed out in the prosecution record 
of the present application, none of the prior art references 
disclose a skin contacting article in which a natural organic 
impalpable powder is firmly adhered to a side of a base layer 
and contacts with skin. Due to the impalpable powder being 
made from a natural organic material, it is easy to adhere to 
the base layer, has a good feel on the skin and is less likel 
to cause skin irritation. 

The Mellul et al reference only discloses a powdered 
cosmetic composition consisting of an anhydrous powder and 
mainly includes a solid particulate phase mixed with a fatty 
binder containing a silicone mixture. There is no suggestion 
in this reference regarding the powdered cosmetic composition 
being firmly adhered to an applicator. Additionally, the 
present claims require that the powder be made of a natural 
organic material while the pigments used in the cosmetic 
composition of Mellul et al are chosen from inorganic and/or 
organic pigments and/or pearlescent pigments, which are not 
considered to be natural organic materials. Therefore, the 
prior art cited by the Examiner does not disclose the use of 
natural organic impalpable powder and the firmly adhering of 
the powder to a base layer. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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17. (Amended) A skin contacting article used in 
ontact with the skin, said article comprising a base 
layer and natural organic impalpable powder firmly 
adhered to a side of the base layer which contacts with 
the skin by a treatment including the natural organic 
impalpable powder, the treatment conoioting of comprisinq 
the natural organic impalpable powder and at least one 
dispersion medium selected from the group consisting of 
water, an organic solvent, a resin emulsion and a resin 
aqueous solution. 
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17. (Amended) A skin contacting article used in 
contact with the skin, said article comprising a base 
layer and natural organic impalpable powder firmly 
adhered to a side of the base/ layer which contacts with 
the skin by a treatment including the natural organic 
impalpable powder, the treatment comprising the natural 
organic impalpable powdey and at least one dispersion 
medium selected from the^ group consisting of water, an 
organic solvent, a resim emulsion and a resin aqueous 
solution. / 
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30. (New) The skin contacting article according to 
Claim 17, wherein the treatment additionally contains a 
surface active agent. 

31. (New) The skin contacting article according to 
Claim 30, wherein the surface active agent is an ionic 
surface active agent or a non-ionic surface active agent. 




32. (New) The skin contacting article according to 
Claim 30, wherein the surface active agent is a 
polyethylene oxide derivative or a sucrose fatty ester. 

33. (New) The skin contacting article according to 
Claim 17, wherein the treatment additionally contains a 
thickening agent. 



34. (New) The skin contacting article according to 
Claim 33, wherein the thickening agent is a cellulose 
derivative or a natural macromolecule thickening agent. 

35. (New) The skin contacting article according to 
Claim 34, wherein the cellulose derivative is methyl 
cellulose or hydroxyethyl cellulose and the natural 
macromolecule thickening agent is selected from the group 
consisting of a gum, a pectin, soda alginate, dextrin, 
agar and gelatin. 



36. (New) The skin contacting article according to 
Claim 21, wherein the treatment additionally includes a 
surface active agent. 
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37. (New) The skin contacting article according to 
Claim 36, wherein the surface active agent is an ionic 
surface active agent or a non-ionic surface active agent. 

38. (New) The skin contacting article according to 
Claim 36, wherein the surface active agent is a 
polyoxyethylene derivative or a sucrose fatty ester. 

39. (New) The skin contacting article according to 
Claim 21, wherein the treatment additionally includes a 
thickening agent. 

40. (New) The skin contacting article according to 
Claim 39, wherein the thickening agent is a cellulose 
derivative or a natural macromolecule thickening agent. 

41. (New) The skin contacting article according to 
Claim 40, wherein the cellulose derivative is methyl 
cellulose or hydroxyethyl cellulose and the natural 
macromolecule thickening agent is selected from the group 
consisting of a gum, a pectin, soda alginate, dextrin, 
agar and gelatin. 
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Sir: 

Herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application. 

[X] The additional filing fee has been calculated as shown below: 
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[X] A Check for $920 ■ 00 is enclosed to cover fees. 

[X] Please credit any overpayment, or charge any additional filing 
fee or application processing fee required under 37 CFR 1.16 or 
1.17 by this communication, to Deposit Account No. 06-1382. A 
duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

IN DUPLICATE Respectfully submitted, 
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